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Forever a Woman
[4K Digitally Restored Version]

HA Japan
[1955/110min/Japanese]
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Director: Tanaka Kinuyo
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A moving work by director Tanaka Kinuyo
based on the life of an ill-fated poet, Nakajo
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Tokyo International Film Festival: Awards Announced Today
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Since opening on October 30,
the 34th Tokyo International
Film Festival has completed a
successful 10-day run and closes
today. As with last year, Chairman
Ando Hiroyasu decided to hold
the festival amidst the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, looking
forward to a “new future of film”
that awaits us after we overcome
this disaster.

This year, TIFF was held for
the first time in the Hibiya-
Yurakucho-Ginza area, allowing
for a larger audience. We focused
on offering a rich lineup of films
by appointing the internationally
renowned Ichiyama Shozo as the
Programming Director. As an effort
to strengthen international presence,
we hosted events such as TIFF
Talk Salons with oversea directors;
the Conversation Series at Asia
Lounge with exceptional guests
like the President of Jury, Isabelle
Huppert; and a conference between
representatives of leading overseas
film festivals. These events were
broadcast for free for those unable
to attend. The TIFF Times, which
was back in print this year, was also
distributed to attendees to provide
information to a wider audience.

TIFF signed the Collectif 50/50
pledge to promote gender equality
in the global film industry. While

our film selection was primarily

based on the works themselves,
we also took into consideration
the gender ratio of directors.
The result was still a low ratio of
women: 12 men to 4 women in the
Competition section, and 6 men
to 4 women in the Asian Future
section. However, this could also
reflect the fact that there are still
few female directors worldwide.
In January, it was reported that
women accounted for 20% of
directors on the top 100 grossing
U.S. films. By comparison, the
number of female directors in the
main sections of this festival is
slightly higher.

Many of this year’s films in the
Competition and Asian Future
sections featured women, children,
and the socially disadvantaged
as protagonists. The works that
stood out involved characters
challenging those around them
and struggling to survive. Several
works dealt with war, crime, and
unforeseen accidents and depicted
both salvation and despair. Award
winners among the 15 Competition
and 10 Asian Future films will
be announced at this evening’s
Closing Ceremony from 5 pm.
Featuring a jury grid of all 15
Competition films, this is the final
installment of this year’s TIFF
Times. Thank you for reading.

(Editor: Akatsuka Seijin)

Fumiko. Against Hokkaido’s vast backdrop,
the film illustrates the sad life of women

and the harsh reality of death.

©2021 D‘cppio Nodo Double Bind, Essential Films, Société
Parisienne de Production, Arte France Cinema
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Director: Michelangelo Frammartino
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In the 1960s, a group of young speleologists
explored an untouched cave in Calabria and
reached 700 meters underground. I/ Buco
recreates this fact in a documentary style

with the cinematography by Renato Berta.

Portico Media Co., Ltd
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Asian Premiere
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Co-presented by The Japan Foundation Asia Center
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Fragrance of the First Flower

A% Taiwan
[2021/103min/Mandarin]
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Director: Angel I-han Teng
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Fragrance of the First Flower reveals the
love and lust between two women, the
conflicts between gay family and traditional
stereotypes. It finds back the forgotten love
with a romantic touch.



